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	Airworthiness Concern Sheet


	Date: 2/6/03

	
	Make, Model, Series, Serial No.:
Cessna Models 336/337



	
	Reason for Airworthiness Concern:

Asymmetric flap deployment



	FAA Description of Airworthiness Concern (Who, What, Where, When, How? Attachments: RA and appropriate data) and

Request for Information (Proposed Alternate Inspection/Repair Procedures, Cost Impact, Etc.  Note: Any comments or replies to the FAA need to be as specific as possible.  Please provide specific examples to illustrate your comments/concerns.):

It has come to the attention of this office that operators of Cessna Model 336/337s may experience an asymmetric flap condition caused by the failure of a flap cable.  In this particular instance the aircraft suffered this condition on approach.  The condition was caused by a failure of the right hand flap cable at the right inboard bellcrank.  The cable failed in the area of the bend located on the bellcrank prior to the termination point of the cable.  The investigation further revealed that if the cable is not removed for inspection the damage couldn’t be seen visually.  A review of FAA service difficulty data for this model aircraft indicates that this is the only occurrence of a failure of this type.  

This office would like to gather input from the user community on this issue.  An AC43-16 Maintenance Alert was issued to address this problem, but the following information would be beneficial in evaluating the need to consider further action.  

1. The Cessna Maintenance Manual requires a 100 hour inspection of the flap control cables.  What type of inspection is performed when checking the flap control cables (i.e. general visual, wiping with rag, etc.)?

2. Is it common to remove the flap control cables in the area of the bellcranks during the inspection?

3. Even though the FAA database only indicates one such failure, is this problem more common than the data tends to indicate, (i.e. is it common to find excessive wear in this area of the flap control system)?

4. If the FAA were to pursue further action on this issue what would the user community recommend? 




	Attachments: *SDR(s)      *A/IDS     *SL(s)      *SAIB     *FAASR/NTSBSR      *AD      *AMOC      *RA(
Notification:  FAA  (  *AOPA    (  *EAA  (     Type Club  (    *TC Holder (      Other: 

Response Requested _5/10/02: Emergency (10 days)       Alert (30 days)        Information (90 days) (
(Word 97 Version: Manually Check Appropriate Boxes)


	*Service Difficulty Reports (SDRs); Accident/Incident Data System (A/IDS); Service Letter (SL); Special Airworthiness Information Bulletin (SAIB);

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)/National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) Safety Recommendation (FAASR/NTSBSR); Airworthiness

Directive (AD); Alternate Method of Compliance (AMOC); Risk Assessment (RA); Aircraft Owners & Pilots Association (AOPA);

Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA); Type Certificate (TC)


